
ush must mull
ShoZLlda YOllrn,g drug' dealer really s~rve45 jtears?
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Three yca.r:;; later. he received un M.A. from Hof.
st!1L His thesis - which his ad""i,,er call'i "encw·

11mOOitl! pn50n
..b$requiroo to

cilrn Hteir reh.".•'lSc. Then he lregtln a Ph.D. pm­
gram at the UnivtZt'$ity of Conl1~(;tklJt.

S:antoo; L'):an exceptional :Student - s\>me of his

work has been published in flcadcmk joumais, ­and h¢ has; uSilli Ws education 10 help feUow prffi.
Ol\~n;. as £1tMcher, mentor and advocate. n.ts is

more tMn 41truJ$I'tL H© is try;';)!!: to
brea.k out of jail., using'remCl~ find
rehnbiH~tion n.<;his pick Md shovel.

The oilly tunncl he am dig is to the
\V11i1(!H()u.~ M a l(!dem.i prisoner, .

notmng short (If ~y.~utlve demen~' Iwill get him out. D<K!s he havert

chance? \Vby shootd BWlh pardlll~ n Idrug dealer?

"I\lio ~ns. F!mt. it would con~I
trnst nicely with Bill Clinton's cash·

for4rei1!uom deal \o\11b Carlo:> Vi/:,"fW.tL~~ <::ynicalty, freeing Mjch~el Sa..!"!"

to!> wouJd"Stin'e :as eloquent tC$timo· II·ny th."tthep h.~s•.e. "'(;(1mPa$.;&i<)ni.1t.e...
(:j}ru;entati.<>m- isn't an t»<)'lTIoron.

The P'residentCQuLdn't dre.am up a.better candi·dlWtt!.to mati:e thi<t point Santos, tl'omall a)l~r'
anCi:$. embodic$ the virtuC$Bush p~he;s -ed­
ucation, hard work and good citizenship. Behind
1:Jars. he has made himself int() a poster boy for
personal resporrsibility.

The judge who sentenced Michael Santos t{)
spend most of his life in Jail prel$umably wanted
to send the signal th,al ~ ­
him g4;l- aftu.a th~ugh v
Depa,rlmfmt - wm.l1d allow the PresIdent to send
the equ<illy import4!nt m¢$$age UlI\t n(tI::Ir;J~is ~.
yond redemption, IiUld ooing the right thing can
~m ~'ou$;!W'cQirld •..

n court. SJud>l)S '<'owed to TUnnel' that he
would go stmight - not exactly a unique senti·
mentata ..~nlenclngheiUing. But unlike moo.1.

fede ••al~~()t'.I!~(hfl\~nl·jt, III Ihepa$:t 14
yoors. Saritos: ~tumed hims.elf into an e:.xtraor­
diMry reclammiQB project •.

The route he chose was education. In 1992, he
got a bd\irJd·bn.rs'B.A.. frurn M¢r~r Univ¢tSity.

M.....ichael Santos didn't gc.ttl chance to meet•.. Pte$ident Bush on 'nt•• Ih.New Jersey this WWet!,
There'$; 110 rus,h. Sffll1t<J:I UVi"_'!net \"'here:
h:c"s scrving 45 )'Ctlrs to life. with no ehnn<:e of rHI.·
role.

5.$010,'1 is to priSI)[l for mnnin!\{ <'Idi.$triblJlioIl
ring that brought ctX".t!net'rom Miumi to Wash·
tngton :state. He was 23 when ht! \\'115!leut away.
At th¢ Um~. he ••••'3$lhe youngC$t p¢t$(JT'! ever CQT'!­

vtc:!\':1dofrunl'ling .'"contiouQu$ !Criminnl
enterprise. Fedem.i Judge Jack Tanner
told him. -t ima~nc yuu'll 00 an old
manlwl1tm you're released), but you've
~mJ~clit.nir, "

That ww:; in 198;8, S~l1tO£ha$1 b(i;eo In
for 13 yeat'$. With perfe\':1t heh,(w­

and good luck. ho'll be eligiblo to
leave in 2013, at age 49. Not quit€! an
old mun, but !C)O\$e~

Santos is in pri~n on a. first CQlwic­
lion. He dido·t commif I'my violent
rnm{:!,;, Still, he readily 1iIdmit$ thaI
what he did Wt'i$ 011.<3enoogh. Betw¢en
J985 <1l"1clI987, he ran an operation that
dumped at ]enst 50 kilos ofooaline OilIng streets
of S¢attt¢. And he doosn', hav~the' dru.~d~nler'$
WtujJj)e-",c.u~, He c~me from a i

0'1,1$ Cuba;n immfgranl fe.mi]y.. H~ _
dent, popular and charming. Hf: wa."! vh:::timized

Uu,t his mVr1 irresponsibility and
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